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Vocabulary for the reading exercises to follow

Read the vocabulary given.
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Definition of fade in English:

 Gradually grow faint and disappear: O 0 @ 9 o

‘the light had faded and dusk was advancing’

‘the noise faded away’

figurative ‘hopes of peace had faded’ Top searches
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Vocabulary for the reading exercises to follow
Find the correct translation for each word. Use the Shuffle button to view the next set.
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Reading — Unit 1 — People and family

Read the text and select from the choices given to fill in the blanks. One sentence from the choices given will not be used.
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The doll

Martha James was in the kitchen doing the dishes. She was quite a beautiful woman, of medium
height, with long reddish hair but with a rather hard face. Although Martha had had six babies,
she still had an amazingly great figure. She wore a faded grey dress, which was covered with a
huge white apron, with a loop around her neck. 1 She
put down the knife and stared at Tommy and Mary, totally blue in the face.

“Mary, | allowed you to wear your best dress today provided you would keep it clean. Look at
you now!”

“She’s not to blame”, Tommy protested. “Tim and Hugh took away her doll trying to figure out
how her arms and legs worked. | gave Mary my word that we would make her doll look brand
new again and | think we can, right Mum?”

Martha was not a very talkative woman, nor did she like doing things that were not scheduled.
2 Whether Martha was feeling miserable or content,
was something that was always kept well-hidden under that unsmiling, yet calm, temperament.

She looked at her daughter’s precious doll thoroughly and said, “I'll wash her and her clothes
after I'm done with the dishes and your brother can glue her hair back on afterwards, ok
sweetheart?” 3 Her doll would be perfect all over
again. She even managed to make out a smile on her mother’s face, something she longed for
even more.

A. Not even Matt, her
husband of 12 years,
could really tell what was
going through her head.

B. Wearing outfits like
this, she spent her days
in the back garden, the
kitchen and the laundry.

C. She never knew what
would come next.

D. Mary felt like she had
been given the entire
world.
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Reading — Unit 1 — People and family

Reading - Exercise 2
Read the text and decide if the statements are true or false.

Martha was a working mother.
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Martha James was in the kitchen doing the dishes.
She was quite a beautiful woman, of medium
height, with long reddish hair but with a rather
hard face. Although Martha had had six babies, she
still had an amazingly great figure. She wore a
faded grey dress, which was covered with a huge
white apron, with a loop around her neck. Wearing
outfits like this, she spent her days in the back
garden, the kitchen and the laundry.

She put down the knife and stared at Tommy and
Mary, totally blue in the face.

“Mary, | allowed you to wear your best dress today
provided you would keep it clean. Look at you
now!”

“She’s not to blame”, Tommy protested. “Tim and
Hugh took away her doll trying to figure out how
her arms and legs worked. | gave Mary my word
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that we would make her doll look brand new again
and | think we can, right Mum?”

Martha was not a very talkative woman, nor did
she like doing things that were not scheduled. Not
even Matt, her husband of 12 years, could really
tell what was going through her head. Whether
Martha was feeling miserable or content, was
something that was always kept well-hidden under
that unsmiling, yet calm, temperament.

She looked at her daughter’s precious doll
thoroughly and said, “I'll wash her and her clothes
after I'm done with the dishes and your brother
can glue her hair back on afterwards, ok
sweetheart?”

Mary felt like she had been given the entire world.
Her doll would be perfect all over again. She even
managed to make out a smile on her mother’s
face, something she longed for even more.

1/1

=

), o

Flex = Qs
The doll

-]
=)
¥

answer video

@ true

R ez

previous
question

P

3/10

Marks : 0 / 1t

next question



Reading — Unit 1 — People and family

Read the text and find what the words mean in context.
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The doll

Martha James was in the kitchen doing the dishes.
She was quite a beautiful woman, of medium
height, with long reddish hair but with a rather
hard face. Although Martha had had six babies, she
still had an amazingly great figure. She wore a
faded grey dress, which was covered with a huge
white apron, with a loop around her neck. Wearing
outfits like this, she spent her days in the back
garden, the kitchen and the laundry.

She put down the knife and stared at Tommy and
Mary, totally blue in the face.

“Mary, | allowed you to wear your best dress today
provided you would keep it clean. Look at you
now!”

“She’s not to blame”, Tommy protested. “Tim and
Hugh took away her doll trying to figure out how
her arms and legs worked. | gave Mary my word
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that we would make her doll look brand new again
and | think we can, right Mum?”

Martha was not a very talkative woman, nor did
she like doing things that were not scheduled. Not
even Matt, her husband of 12 years, could really
tell what was going through her head. Whether
Martha was feeling miserable or content, was
something that was always kept well-hidden under
that unsmiling, yet calm, temperament.

She looked at her daughter’'s precious doll
thoroughly and said, “I'll wash her and her clothes
after I'm done with the dishes and your brother
can glue her hair back on afterwards, ok
sweetheart?”

Mary felt like she had been given the entire world.
Her doll would be perfect all over again. She even
managed to make out a smile on her mother’s
face, something she longed for even more.
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Reading — Unit 1 — People and family

Write a summary of the text and send it to your teacher.
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The doll

Martha James was in the kitchen doing the dishes.
She was quite a beautiful woman, of medium
height, with long reddish hair but with a rather
hard face. Although Martha had had six babies, she
still had an amazingly great figure. She wore a
faded grey dress, which was covered with a huge
white apron, with a loop around her neck. Wearing
outfits like this, she spent her days in the back
garden, the kitchen and the laundry.

She put down the knife and stared at Tommy and
Mary, totally blue in the face.

“Mary, | allowed you to wear your best dress today
provided you would keep it clean. Look at you
now!”

“She’s not to blame”, Tommy protested. “Tim and
Hugh took away her doll trying to figure out how
her arms and legs worked. | gave Mary my word
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that we would make her doll look brand new again
and | think we can, right Mum?”

Martha was not a very talkative woman, nor did
she like doing things that were not scheduled. Not
even Matt, her husband of 12 years, could really
tell what was going through her head. Whether
Martha was feeling miserable or content, was
something that was always kept well-hidden under
that unsmiling, yet calm, temperament.

She looked at her daughter's precious doll
thoroughly and said, “I'll wash her and her clothes
after I'm done with the dishes and your brother
can glue her hair back on afterwards, ok
sweetheart?”

Mary felt like she had been given the entire world.
Her doll would be perfect all over again. She even
managed to make out a smile on her mother’s
face, something she longed for even more.
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